This symposium sets out to re-think histories of labour rights within the context of economic internationalism. It suggests that there is now a need to broaden and re-think the field of labour rights history and that one way to do this is by focusing on the global response to the problems of contract and indentured labour and what became known as 'the coolie question' in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The 'coolie question' has been conceptualised in two main ways -as an offshoot of histories of slavery and antislavery and in the context of the history of migration to colonies of the former British and Spanish empires. This symposium seeks to bring different scholarly approaches to 'the coolie question' into conversation to reflect more broadly on the implications of 'the coolie question' for transnational and global histories of labour rights as human rights. At the same time we wish to internationalise the history of labour rights and suggest new ways of conceptualising labour rights in the globalising present.
The workshop will feature three keynote speakers: Associate Professor Moon Ho-Jung (University of Washington) Professor Mae Ngai (Colombia University) Professor Leon Fink (University of Illinois)
We welcome papers on the following themes:
• 
